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Going to the Moon 

The red arrows show the path of the spaceship 
from biast-off to landing. The three white arrows 
show the path of the command module around the moon. 
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Hihree astronauts are ready 
to go to the moon. 

They will travel in a spaceship. 
The giant rocket will carry them 
away from the earth, 
far into space. 

Each man wears 
a space suit and helmet. 

The astronauts go up the tower 
and walk to the spaceship. 

Soon they will begin 
a great journey 
to explore the moon. 

Would you like to go along? 
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The spaceship 

sits on top 

of the mighty rocket. 
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wo workers wait 
at the door 


of the spaceship. 
They shake hands 
with each astronaut 
and wish him 


good tuck. 



The astronauts climb through 
a small door into the cabin 
of the spaceship, This part 
is called the command module. 
The spaceship has 
two other parts. 

One is the service module. 

The other part holds 
the moon landing ship. 
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The men are strapped in their seats in the command module. 
They will live and work here on their journey into space. 

This small cabin will be their kitchen, bedroom, and office. 
Just below them, the service module holds air and fuel 
that the astronauts will need. Soon the rocket will be fired. 
The countdown begins. . . 10 seconds, 9, 8, 7, 6. 

One second to go and then . . . 








Blast-off! White flames pour out of the rocket’s engines. 

With a great boom like thunder, 

the rocket lifts up, up into the night sky. 

Soon the fuel in the first part of the rocket burns up. 
Then the engines in the second part of the rocket start. 
The spaceship goes higher and higher, faster and faster. 
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The big rocket 
is really three rockets 
joined together. 

When the first rocket 
falls away 
the second rocket 
starts to burn. 
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ack on earth, scientists and workers watch 
the astronauts and their spaceship night and day. 
These scientists are at Mission Control in Texas. 


They have equipment that tells them 
if the spaceship is working just right. 

Mission Control helps to keep the astronauts 
on the right path to the moon. 
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In space, people and things float 
because they don t weigh 
anything at all. 
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t’s breakfast time. An astronaut squirts juice into his mouth. 
Astronauts can t drink from a glass. Drops of juice would float 
around in the cabin. Do you see what happens 
when one man takes off his seat belt? He floats upside down. 
In space, fruit stays on a spoon, even when it is turned over. 
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How strange it is to be in space! 

The astronaut who took the first walk in space 
was very brave, wasn’t he? The long cord tied him 
to the spaceship and kept him from floating away. 
Other astronauts learned about living in space 
from this first spacewalk. 

All the astronauts trained for many years. 

They practiced in a command module. 

During training, the astronauts rode inside a plane. 
When the plane was flown in a special way, 
they floated inside the cabin. 

This way they learned how it feels to be weightless 
Doesn’t it look like fun! 




















On their way, the astronauts turn 

the command module around and pull 

the moon landing ship out of the spaceship. 




he trip to the moon takes three days. 

Once the astronauts are on their way, 
they do not wear their heavy space suits. 

As the astronauts fly closer to the moon, 
it looks larger and larger. 

There are many holes, called craters, on the moon 
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Two astronauts crawl 
inside the moon landing ship, 
The third man stays behind 
in the command module. 
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Hhe men will land on the moon 

in a landing ship called a lunar module or LEM. 

It looks like a spider with long legs. 

The LEM gets closer and closer. It lands with a little bump, 
For the next six hours the astronauts get ready 
to step out on the moon. They check their space suits 
and equipment very carefully. 

Finally an astronaut climbs down the ladder of the LEM. 
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the men 
are on the moon! 

This is a special moment, 
and one of the astronauts 
salutes the American flag. 
All the people 
who worked to send him 
to the moon 
feel very proud. 

Beside the LEM 

is a special moon car. 

It is called the Rover 
and was carried 
to the moon in the LEM. 
The astronauts will drive 
it to explore the moon. 

The moon does not look 
like the earth at all. 

There is no water, or air, 
or grass. There is only 
sand and rock. 
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the astronauts explore the moon, 


they have many jobs to do. One astronaut drives the Rover. 
The other takes his picture. Then they go to collect rocks 
with a special rake. There is no air on the moon. 

But the space suits and backpacks hold air for the men 
to breathe. The pack also holds a radio, so the astronauts 
can talk to each other and to Mission Control on earth. 
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n astronaut finds a rock as big as a house. 
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Nothing lives or grows on the moon. Would you feel lonely there? 






The lunar module 

uses its rockets 

to take off from the moon, 

When it blasts off, 

its landing legs 

stay on the moon. 
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4pS^fter three days, it is time to leave the moon. 
The LEM lifts off and flies up to the command module. 
In the distance, the astronauts see half of the earth 


in sunlight. It is night and dark on the other half. 

The astronaut in the command module has been flying 
around the moon. He has been waiting for the LEM 
and taking pictures. He is very happy when he sees 
the others again. Now all three men are together. 



The astronauts join the LEM 
to the command module. 

Then the two men leave the LEM 
and crash it into the moon. 
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n the way home, 
an astronaut opens the door 
of the spaceship. He steps outside 
into black, empty space, 

Cameras outside the spaceship 
took pictures of the moon. 

The astronaut is bringing 
the film back inside. 

How beautiful the earth looks 


from space! The oceans look blue. 
The clouds and ice look white. 
Soon the astronauts will be home. 
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parachutes open just before the spaceship lands 
in the ocean. They help to slow the speed of the spaceship. 
Splashdown! The spaceship hits the water with a great splash. 
Balloons open to keep the spaceship from floating upside down. 
Divers put a big orange float around it to keep 
it from sinking. The divers help the astronauts into a raft. 



TV*-’"' 

5 . 







UrsT-’i 

Ml 




* a? 



' r ih 'tiii 

»wC 



29 
















: !'V. ! ' 

■f ^ 

' _ . V 


'i 






'"%Ml 






' : Y 










wpjpr^. • ’ : 5 



































\1 

AN 


imj — « helicopter lifts the astronauts in a basket 
and carries them to a ship waiting nearby. 

Later the command module wifi be picked up too. 
The safe and happy astronauts wave and smile 
to everyone on the big ship. 

Then, at last, they are with their families again. 
Their fantastic journey into space is over. 

But space adventures go on. 

Maybe someday you too will take a trip into space. 
You may even go to the moon. 
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This footprint on the moon 
will stay for thousands of years. 
There is no wind or rain 
to wear it away. 
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